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from the executive director

Dreams and Visions

Another political season is bringing 

contrasting visions for the future of our 

country.  All three major candidates for 

President have shared their dreams with 

us, stirring our hopes for a more peace-

ful world, a stronger economy, preserva-

tion of the global environment, healing 

of racial and political divisions.  One of 

the great gifts of democracy is the hopefulness of visionary 

thinking that emerges in each election cycle. 

Dreams of a better future are an unmistakable sign of health.  

Depression dampens dreams, trapping thoughts in cynical 

despair.  But when a struggling individual can take positive 

steps toward the glimpse of a new future, there is hope for 

healing.  When couples can see beyond their bitter confl ict, 

the possibility of a new marriage is born.  And when a society 

puts aside the negativity of how awful things are, a new and 

more positive era may emerge.  Green shoots of new life ap-

pear out of death in just such ways.

The Samaritan Counseling Center is doing some visionary 

thinking of our own these days.  Having doubled in size and 

service to the community twice in the past fi ve years, we are 

asking ourselves what growth and new service we may be called 

to offer in the years ahead.  Samaritan will celebrate its 25th 

anniversary in 2012, and our board and staff are working now 

to cast a vision of our future in central New Mexico.  One thing 

is clear.  As the mental health care system of our state continues 

to crumble, we must be even more diligent in continuing to 

offer healing and hope to children and couples and families 

who struggle with the burden of mental and emotional and 

relational and spiritual malaise.

Dreams do not become reality without hard work.  When this 

election season is over in the Fall, Americans must join hands 

to create the better world we have glimpsed in the oratory 

of the months now unfolding.  Likewise, we at Samaritan, 

board and staff and volunteers, are dedicating ourselves to the 

hard work of providing service and raising money to bring 

excellent, ethical, and accessible care to all who need our vital 

ministry.  Our Campaign for Hope is making good progress 

in raising $2.2 million to sustain Samaritan’s service into the 

future.  Samaritan’s board and staff are working hard daily to 

deliver healing care and fund our ongoing operation.  We are 

thankful to all who help us in this important work, and we give 

particular thanks to the Author of all visions whose blessings 

we enjoy and whose guidance we seek to follow.
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Join us for an inspiring evening of joyful music!
Randy Travis and his Gospel Band

In a benefi t concert for 

Th e Samaritan Counseling Center’s Campaign for Hope

Friday, May 23, 7PM
Kiva Auditorium, Albuquerque Convention Center

Call Samaritan Counseling Center, 842-5300,
 for more information.



Healthy Marriages Welcomes Harville Hendrix

Healthy Marriages has a passion for reaching couples.  Our 
goal, simply put, is to teach couples skills that can better their 
relationship.  Twice a year we have a large event and bring in 
an expert from the fi eld.  We are truly excited to announce 
that Dr. Harville Hendrix will be coming to Albuquerque 
and partnering with Healthy Marriages to lead a relation-
ship seminar.   

Dr. Hendrix is an internationally known couples therapist, 
public lecturer, and author.  He’s been on the NY Times Best 
Seller list and a frequent guest on the Oprah Winfrey Show.  
He is the co-creator, with his wife, Helen LaKelly Hunt, PhD, 
of Imago Relationship Therapy which is practiced in 30 
countries by over 2,000 therapists. 

Seating is limited, so register early.  Please do not miss this 
opportunity to hear from a relationship expert.   

getting the love 
you want 

with
dr. harville hendrix

A Relationship Seminar 
for Couples

Saturday, April 12, 2008
6:00 to 8:30 PM
Hotel Albuquerque at Old Town
Albuquerque, NM
$5 per couple
Register online at 
www.HealthyMarriagesNM.org

Refreshments Will Be Provided

(We also offer childcare 
assistance: Please ask us how)

505.247.1511 or 
1.888.892.4250

Samaritan Receives Corporate Citizenship Award
award on behalf of Samaritan and basked in the glow of 
the crowd’s adulation. 

The “stars” gathered at Rodey Theatre on UNM’s 
campus on Tuesday, March 18, 2008 for the Great-
er Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce’s Fourth 
Annual Corporate Citizenship Awards.  Samaritan 
Counseling Center was one of the fi nalists in the 
non-profi t category.  These awards are presented to 
businesses and non-profi t organizations that demonstrate 
their achievements through community involvement, 
environmental impact and economic viability.

After the three business winners were announced, the 
suspense built around the non-profi t category, with 
Samaritan up against two very worthy non-profi t 
candidates, Immanuel Lutheran School and Tree New 
Mexico.  Randy Woodcock of United Way (last year’s 
recipient in the non-profi t category) opened the 
envelope and revealed Samaritan Counseling Center 
as the winner!  Paul Hopkins accepted the beautiful Paul Hopkins accepts award from United Way’s Randy Woodcock.

Spirit of Samaritan Campaign for Hope

phi•lan•thro•py
altruistic concern for human welfare and advancement, usually 
manifested by donations of money, property, or work to needy 
persons, and by generosity to other socially useful purposes

In October of 2007, Samaritan embarked on an ambitious campaign 
to increase our endowment by $2 million, to sustain the healing 
work we do here.  Thanks to the generosity and support of cherished 
donors, staff and board members, we have received a total of 
$1,178,061.00 in pledges and cash gifts.  We’re over halfway to our goal!  

have you included
samaritan 

counseling center
in your estate plans?

SCCF Offers Mediation for Divorcing Couples
Mediation of divorces or separations 
will be offered by the Samaritan Cen-
ter for Changing Families (SCCF) to 
clients who want to avoid the stress 
and dissension of  litigation.  Martha 
J. Kaser, JD LMSW, a therapist and 
experienced divorce mediator,  will 
offer this service  as an alternative to 
the ‘traditional’ method of litigated 
divorce or separation.  The service is 
available to all couples who are ending 
their relationship, whether married or 
not, and wish to avoid the emotional 
and fi nancial stress of litigation. Me-
diation is added to SCCF’s successful 
Wise Parent program for parents who 
seek assistance with co-parenting af-
ter divorce or separation.

Mediation is based upon the premise 
that couples can work out the end of 
their formal relationship themselves, 
with the assistance of a neutral third 
party mediator.  When children are 
involved, the mediation process 
helps parents structure their con-
tinuing relationship as co-parents of 

their children after the marriage 
ends. Mediators can help couples 
divide assets and debts, provide for 
the fi nancial and parenting needs 
of their children, establish spousal 
support if required, and provide 
for dispute resolution should dif-
ferences arise in the future. 

The process involves non-adver-
sarial meetings between the parents 
and the mediator where options for 
resolving each issue are discussed 
and the parties reach agreement on 
the outcome. All communications 
during the process are kept confi -
dential. Some mediations resolve 
every issue; some do not.  In any 
case, every issue settled at mediation 
is one less for resolution through 
the courts.  Parties may have attor-
neys who attend the mediation with 
them.  In other cases, the parties are 
representing themselves.  The me-
diator is not acting as an attorney 
for either party, and does not offer 
legal representation.  

At the conclusion of the mediation, 
a document refl ecting the couple’s 
agreement  is prepared and signed..  
Forms approved by the Second Judi-
cial District are available if the parties 
wish to prepare all of the documents 
they need to fi le the completed di-
vorce with the court. 

Mediation services are not therapy, 
and are not eligible for reimburse-
ment by health insurance companies. 
Services will be billed on a sliding fee 
scale from $60.00 to $125.00 per per-
son per hour.

Research on mediated versus litigat-
ed divorces concludes that the overall 
level of satisfaction, and compliance 
with a mediated agreement is higher 
than that resulting from a divorce 
or separation acquired through liti-
gation.   The Samaritan Center for 
Changing Families is pleased to offer 
this service to the families of Albu-
querque. 



annual report 2007

The Samaritan Counseling Center concluded 2007 with another very successful year of 
growth in service to children, adults, families and faith groups in central New Mexico.  

Here are some highlights of our accomplishments of 2007:
 
 We completed 21 years of service, providing healing, reconciliation, 

education, and personal and spiritual growth to more than 24,000 people.

  We have now provided nearly $3.5 million in charitable services over that twenty-one 
year period.  

  We increased services more than 30% serving 3,400 people, and raising $1.75 million for 
operations & endowment, plus $650,000 in government grants.

  We doubled the space at the Alamo location and strengthened fi nance and Workplace 
Services staff.

  We launched the Spirit of Samaritan, a Campaign for Hope, and surpassed 
the halfway point in 3 months.

  We increased Center support for staff healthcare and retirement.

planning for future service
Recently the Samaritan Counseling Center has been updating its strategic plan to guide our 
growth and operation through our 25th year of service in 2012.  Led by co-chairs Holly Traver of 
Wells Fargo Bank and Terry Horn of PNM, representing the Center board and the Foundation 
board respectively, the twelve member strategic plan committee of staff and board members has 
extended a vision and developed detailed plans for achieving that vision over the course of the 
next fi ve years.  The draft of the proposed plan will be reviewed by various Center stakeholders 
over the summer, with adoption by the Center’s board expected in August.  To review a copy of 
the Center’s Strategic Plan, 2008 – 2012, visit Samaritan’s website, www.samaritancc.com and 

click on strategic plan or the home page on the Board of Directors page.

Randy Travis Performs to Benefi t Samaritan
The Campaign for Hope received a boost from

Randy Travis and his Gospel Band on 
Friday,  May 23 at Kiva Auditorium.  

from left —Margaret Kimball, Arlene Harmon, 
Randy Travis, Paul Hopkins, Kathleen Raskob, 

Pam Catanach.

Spirit of Samaritan Campaign Update

The Spirit of Samaritan Campaign for Hope has brought in over $1.3 million in gifts and pledges as of June 30.  
Launched in September, 2007, the campaign aims to raise $2.2 million to expand and sustain Samaritan’s ministry
of healing in central New Mexico.  Included in the goal is an intent to increase the Samaritan Counseling 
Center Foundation’s assets from $1.1 million to $3 million by 2010.  Earnings from the Foundation are used to help 
underwrite the cost of care provided to poor and uninsured clients served by Samaritan.  Samaritan board members are 
talking with friends and supporters of the Samaritan Counseling Center, inviting others to consider three-year pledges 
to this special campaign, over and above annual campaign gifts to Samaritan’s operation.  Eleven other community 
backers have agreed to serve as members of the Campaign for Hope Team focusing on major gifts to the campaign.  

campaign for hope team members include: 

John & Kathleen Avila, 
 Avila Retail Development & Management 
Jim Hinton, Presbyterian Healthcare System
Susan Jennings, Community Volunteer
Vic Jury, SUMMIT Electric
Dennis Malouf, Universal Advisory Services
Sherman McCorkle, Technology
 Ventures Corporation
Steve Prickett, Merrill Lynch
Ron Stern, Lovelace Health System
Ann Wehr, Molina Healthcare
Judy Zanotti, Community Volunteer

Samaritan is grateful for their continued support of 
the healing work of Samaritan Counseling Center.

New Counseling Clients in 2007

2007 budget outcomes

Income for 2007 $2,329,658
Expenses 2007 $2,375,758

Net 2007
Operating result ($46,100)

2007 ages of clientele

Age of Counselees  Annual Totals
1 - 9  94
10 - 19  213
20 - 29  271
30 - 39  372
40 - 49  319
50 - 59  171
60 - 69  56
70+  16
Totals  1512
 

2007 men/women

Gender of Counselees  Annual Totals
Female  846
Males  666
Totals  1512

2007 referrals

Referral Source  Annual Totals
Clergy  100
Physicians  181
Former Clients  46
Media/Ads  15
Friends/Family  206
Legal  153
Managed Care/EAP  48
Insurance  123
Internet  38
Internal  54
Social Services  48
Schools  34
Other  205
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samaritan is grateful for support we received in 2007 from these generous friends


